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COUNCILLORS  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HEMSWORTH, 

1947/48. 


Cr.  B.  ATTWOOD,  37,  Second  Avenue.  Fitzwilliam. 

Cr.  A.  BEDNALL,  101,  Tombridge  Crescent,  Kinsley. 

Cr.  G.  COOPER,  5a,  Mount  Avenue,  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  J.  DAVIES,  112,  Tombridge  Crescent,  Kinsley. 

Cr.  J.  P.  DONELAN,  2,  Wakefield  Road,  Kinsley. 

Cr.  H.  GRANDIDGE,  2,  Barnsley  Road,  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  W.  L.  LAWTON,  33,  Railway  Terrace,  Fitzwilliam. 

Cr.  H.  MILES,  94,  Highfield  Road,  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  J.  MILES,  11,  Holgate  Gardens,  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  E.  NETTLETON,  “Marsh  Lea,”  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  H.  N.  PENLINGTON,  “High  Green,”  The  Marsh, 
Hemsworth. 

Cr.  A.  RICHARDS,  9,  Wortley  Place,  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  J.  F.  STARLING,  47,  Grove  Lane,  Hemsworth. 

Cr.  P.  STAUNTON,  3,  First  Avenue,  Fitzwilliam. 

Cr.  W.  H.  WATKINS  (Chairman),  7,  Hague  Crescent, 
Hemsworth. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres  . . . . . . . . . . . 4,163 

Rateable  Value,  31/12/47  £51,258 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  1/4/47  . . . . £196 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  3,105 

Population  (estimated)  mid-year,  1947  12,720 


The  Urban  District  comprises  the  townships  of  Hemsworth, 
Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam,  and  coal  mining  is  the  chief  industry. 
A few  subsidiary  factories  have  been  established  within  the 
district  which  have  provided  employment  for  many  of  the  local 
girls  who  would  otherwise  have  had  to  either  leave  their  homes 
or  travel  considerable  distances  to  and  from  their  daily  work. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Live  Births 

142 

136 

278 

Legitimate 

132 

128 

260 

Illegitimate 

10 

8 

IS 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

21.86 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  popu- 

lation of  the  West  Riding  Urban 

Districts 

21.60 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  of  the 

West  Riding  Administrative  County 

21.50 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  of 

England  and  Wales 

20.50 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Still  Births  (Illegitimate — l male) 

10 

3 

13 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 

44.67 

Rate  per  1,000  Estimated  Population 

1.02 

Rate  per  1,000  Estimated  Population 

of  England  and  Wales 

.50 

Maternal  Mortality 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  births 

West  Riding  Administrative  County 

1.28 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  births 

England  and  Wales  . . 

1.17 

Males, 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Females.  Total. 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year  8 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  . . 

1 9 

32.00 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

West  Riding  Administrative 

County 

45.00 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  births  England 
and  Wales 

41.00 

Males. 

Females.  Total. 

Deaths  72 

46  118 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation 

9.19 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population  of  the  West  Riding 

Urban  Districts  . . 

12:70 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
of  the  West  Riding  Admini- 
strative County 

12.30 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
of  England  and  Wales 

12.00 
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The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : 


Males. 


Typhoid  and  parat.  fevers 
Cerebro-spinal  fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Syphillitic  Diseases 

Influenza 

Measles 

Ac.  polio-mvelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 
Ac.  inf.  enceph. 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and  oesoph.  (M.) 
uterus  (F.) 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Cancer  of  breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Diabetes 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 
Heart  diseases 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

Appendicitis 

Other  digestive  diseases 

Nephritis 

Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes 
Premature  birth 
Con.  Mai.,  birth  inj.,  infant  dis. 

Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Act 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


1 

2 


1 

10 

1 

8 

14 

2 

11 

3 


1 

4 

2 


10 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  — Age  Groups  — Year  ending  31st  Dee.,  1947 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMSWORTH. 
DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  TOWNSHIPS  DURING  YEAR  1947. 
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Township. 

HEMSWORTH 

FITZWILLIAM 

KINSLEY  . . 

Totals 

7 


Public  Health  Department, 

59,  Kirkby  Road, 

Hems  worth, 

Nr.  Pontefract. 

7th  December,  1948. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of 

Hemsworih. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I have  the  pleasure  to  submit  a report  on  the  Health  and 
Health  Services  of  your  district  for  1947. 

This  is  the  first  annual  report  I have  submitted  to  you  and 
1 should  like  tc  express  my  appreciation  to  Dr.  Laurie,  my  pre- 
decessor, for  his  co-operation  since  I took  up  my  duties  here. 

The  report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  170/47. 

Saenera!  Public  Health  Services* 

infectious  Diseases.— The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  was 
highest  during  the  months  of  March,  September,  and  December. 
A considerable  decline  in  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  is 
apparent,  there  being  only  7 notifications  during  1947  as  com- 
pared with  15  for  1946  and  17  for  1945.  I am  happy  to  report 
that  diphtheria  did  not  contribute  to  the  death  rate  for  1947. 
All  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  cases  were  transferred  to  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  and  visits  made  to  each  house  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  who  disinfected  213  rooms. 

Ambulance  Services. — One  26  H.P.  Austin  Ambulance  has 
been  in  service  during  the  year  and  2,294  journeys  have  been 
made.  The  ambulance  is  used  for  stretcher  cases  whilst  sitting 
cases  have  been  removed  in  cars  provided  by  a local  garago 
proprietor.  No  staff  has  been  wholly  employed  by  the  Council, 
the  drivers  being  provided  by  the  garage  mentioned.  Mileage 
covered  by 


(a)  Ambulance 

(b)  Sitting  Cars 


7,057 

37,548 


The  service  has  been  gratis,  and  the  total  cost  to  the  Council 
for  the  year  was  £943. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — Ante-Natal  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  are  maintained  in  Hemsworth  and  Fitzwilliam  by  the 
West  Riding  County  Council.  The  Medical  Officers  are  assisted 
by  the  County  Council  Health  Visitors  and  voluntary  workers 
who  have,  in  no  small  way,  contributed  greatly  to  the  work  of 
the  clinics. 

According  to  figures  supplied  to  me  by  the  County  Council, 
t he  clinics  were  attended  during  the  period  under  review  as 
follows  : — 


No.  of  children  under  one  year 
of  age  who  first  attended 
during  the  year 

No.  of  children  1-5  years  of  age 
who  attended  during  the 
year 


No.  of  expectant  mothers  who 
attended  during  the  year 

No.  of  women  ante-natally  ex- 
amined by  private  medical 
practitioners  under  the  County 

Council’s  Domiciliary  Scheme  Kinsley  2.  Hemsworth  2. 

No.  of  women  referred  to 
Maternity  Hospital  during 

1947  . . . . . . . . Fitzwilliam  12.  Kinsley  12 

Hemsworth  20. 

Scabies. — The  number  of  cases  treated  at  the  Rotherham 
Road  Centre  during  1947  was  : — 

Male  . . . . . . . . 24 

Female  . . . . 31 

Children  under  16  102 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. — The  annual  return  to  the  Min- 
istry of  Health  gave  the  following  numbers  of  children  immunised 
during  1947  : — 

Under  5 years  of  age  172 

5-15  years  of  age  25 


Fitzwilliam  Hemsworth 

Clinic.  Clinic. 

94  114 

6 

Ante-natal  Clinics. 
Fitzwilliam.  Hemsworth. 

202  63 


Water.  -Water  is  obtained  from  the  Barnsley  Corporation’s 
supply  and  is  distributed  by  the  Hems  worth  Joint  Water  Com- 
mittee which  serves  the  Urban  and  most  of  the.  .Rural  districts. 
Samples  were  collected  from  the  reservoir  and  two  houses  and 
submitted  for  : chemical ; and  . bacteriological . analysis  on  three 
occasions  and  the  result  of  each  test  was  satisfactory...  • . .. 

It  was  necessary  to  curtail  the  supply  on  67  occasions 
(15  6-hourly  periods,  49  12-hourly  periods,  and  3 24-hourly 
periods  respectively).  ' 

All  houses  are  on  the  public  supply  with  the  exception  of 
one  or  two  which  ate  on  a standpipe  service. 

Swimming  Baths. — There  are  no  swimming  baths  within  the 
Urban  District,  the  would-be  swimmers  having  to  go  to  the 
nearest  Baths  which  are  at  South  Elmsall  or  Featherstone.  I 
do  feel  that  there  is  a definite  need  for  Swimming  Baths  to  be 
provided  within  the  Urban  area. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  sewer  extension  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Sewering  still  required  in  the  Station  Road  district. 

No.  of  houses  not  yet  connected  to  sewers,  21. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. — No  extensions  during  1947. 

No  complaints  from  W.R.  Rivers  Board  re  pollution  of 
rivers  from  outflows. 


Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  still  50  privy  middens 
in  the  area.  These  are  attached  to  property  which  is  either 
scheduled  for  closing  or  in  such  a position  that  they  cannot  be 


connected  to  the  sewer. 

Privies  existing  . . . . . . 50 

Pail  and  Tub  Closets  ....  6 

Water  Closets  . . . . . . 3,063 

Waste  Water  Closets  . . . . 6 


Public  Cleansing. — The  arrangements  for  Public  Cleansing  has 
continued  as  in  previous  years.  Dry  Ash  has  been  removed 
week  by  week  from  each  house  and  deposited  at  the  Council’s 
rubbish  tip  under  the  system  of  controlled  tipping.  Privies  are 
emptied  at  approximately  14  days  intervals  and  this  refuse  is 
also  taken  to  the  tip. 
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During  the  year  it  has  been  necessary  to  purchase  a new 
refuse  lorry  which  has  proved  very  helpful,  some  of  the  other 
lorries  being  in  a somewhat  unroad  worthy  condition. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  experienced  difficulty  in  replacing 
worn-out  dustbins  but  has  managed  to  obtain  100  new  ones. 
These  were  sold  to  private  owners  to  replace  old  ones.  The 
owners  have  appreciated  the  help  afforded  them  in  this  respect 

'The  total  number  of  dry  ash  loads  removed  during  the  vear 
was  2.707  and  the  total  cost  of  this  service  was  £3,914.  This 
figure  includes  the  removal  of  night  soil,  the  cost  of  control 
tipping,  and  the  new  lorry. 


Cesspools. — These  are  chiefly  in  the  Station  Road  area  and 
are  emptied  by  the  Council’s  Cesspool  Emptier  at  frequent 
intervals.  The  contents  are  deposited  into  the  Council’s  sower 
at  the  nearest  point  available  to  the  Hemsworth  Sewage  Works. 


Salvage.  -Waste  Paper  continues  to  be  the  main  item  as  it 
has  been  somewhat  difficult  to  collect  other  essentials,  for 
instance,  rags  and  bones. 

The  return  for  the  amount  of  salvage  collected  from  April, 
1947,  to  the  31st  March,  1948,  is  £316  11s.  lid. 


Housing. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  inspected  518  houses 
during  the  year.  Of  this  number,  382  were  inspected  in  con- 
nection with  applications  for  Council  Houses. 

Informal  Notices  served  upon  owners  to 

carry  out  repairs  and  abate  nuisances  . . 373 

Statutory  Notices  served  under  the  Public 

Health  Act  . . 51 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  . . 41 

The  Inspector  reports  that  much  difficulty  has  been  ex- 
perienced in  getting  housing  repairs  carried  out.  This  is  not 
always  the  fault  of  the  owner  but  is  due  to  a considerable  extent 
to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  materials.  Nevertheless,  delay  in 
carrying  out  essential  repairs  is,  in  no  small  measure,  detrimental 
to  the  property.  Defective  spouts  and  fall  pipes,  if  not  attended 
to  immediately,  are  apt  to  cause  dampness  which  is  a stimulant 
to  deterioration. 
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During  the  year,  two  houses  have  been  closed  in  view  of 
their  not  being  capable  of  being  made  fit  for  human  habitation 
at  a reasonable  cost.  . 


During  the  year  the  24  bungalows  referred  to  in  the  last 
annual  report  have  been  completed  and  occupied  and  building 
schemes  are  at  present  in  progress  at  Barnsley  Road,  Kirkbygate, 
Tombridge  Crescent  and  Fitzwilliam.  The  total  number  of 
houses  either  in  the  course  of  erection  or  contemplation  in  the 
schemes  is  350,  of  which  100  are  aluminium  bungalows,  On 
the  31st  December,  67  of  these  houses  had  been  completed  and 
occupied . 


Common  Lodging  Houses,  of  which  there  is  only  one  in 
your  district,  has  been  visited  56  times  during  the  year  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  He  has  found  it  in  a fairly  satisfactory 
condition  on  each  visit  and  has  not  experienced  any  difficulty 
in  obtaining  co-operation  when  making  suggestions  for  improve- 
ments. etc. 

Farms  and  !VK ilk  Production. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  made 
70  visits  to  the  farms  where  milk  is  produced  and  reports  that, 
on  the  whole,  the  premises  were  in  a reasonably  satisfactory 
condition.  In  those  cases  where  it  was  necessary  to  request 
cleansing  or  limewashing,  this  work  was  undertaken  without 
any  further  action  having  to  be  taken. 

The  inspection  of  cattle  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  their  Veterinary  Surgeons,  I understand, 
make  periodical  inspections  of  the  dairy  cattle,  but  no  further 
information  is  available. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supplies.— The  only 
slaughterhouse  serving  the  area  is  that  under  the  direction  of 
the  Ministry  of  Food  and  the  meat  is  distributed  in  the  Hemsworth 
Rural,  Urban  and  Royston  areas.  The  supervisory  work  is 
undertaken  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  one  of  the  Rural 
District’s  Sanitary  Inspectors  on  alternate  weeks.  During  the 
year,  250  visits  were  paid  to  the  slaughterhouse. 

In  addition,  all  pigs  killed  on  private  premises  and  owned 
by  private  owners  are  inspected  when  your  Inspector  receives 
the  notification  of  slaughter  and  a request  for  inspection. 


Condemned  meat  is  removed  by  the  Salvage  Department  of 
the  Ministry  of  Food  and  is  disposed  of  under  their  jurisdiction. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  is  . . 3b 
The  following  meats  and  foods  were  condemned  : 

Beast  Livers  (Whole)  I SI 

Beast  Livers  (Parts)  . . . . . . 394 

Beast  Heads  . . . . . . 63 

Beast  Tongues  . . . . . . . . 24 

Beast  (Whole)  . . . . . . . . 7 

Beast  (Parts)  . . . . . . . . 5 

Calf 2 

Sheep  Livers  . . . . . . . . 363 

Beasts’  Udders  . . . . 27 

Pigs 4 

Sheep  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Imported  Meat  ..  ..  543  lbs. 

•lam  . . . . . . . . . . 20  jars 

Tomatoes  . . . . . . . . 2 tins 

Fish  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20  stones 

Peas  . . . . . . . . . . . . 34  tins 

Kip|>ers  . . . . . . . . . . 3 boxes 

Haddocks  . . . . . . . . 1 box 

Peaches  . . . . . . . . . . 1 tin 

Plums  . . . . . . . . 1 tin 

Salmon  . . . . . . . . . . 1 tin 

Pears  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 t ins 

Butter  . . . . . . . . . . 8 ozs. 

Canned  Meat  . . . . . . . . . . 88  lbs. 

Canned  Meat  . . . . . . . . 123  tins 

Eggs 472 

Milk  . . . . . . . . . . . . 80  tins 

Cheese  . . . . . . . . . . . . 15  lbs. 

Sultanas  . . 6 lbs. 

Prunes  . . . . . . . . . . 46  lbs. 

Pickles  . . . . 38  jars 

Sausages  . . . . . . 41  lbs. 

Beans  . . . . . . . . . . 5 tins 

Bacon  . . 16J  lbs. 
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Food  and  Drugs. — During  the  year  12  samples  of  milk  were 
taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Of  these  samples, 
11  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  1 was  found  to  be  deficient 
in  fat.  A report  was  made  to  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
on  this  matter  and,  as  a consequence,  the  producer  was 
cautioned. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  number  of  factories  and 
workshops  in  your  area  is  17  and  the  total  number  of  visits  paid 
to  these  factories  during  the  year  was  40.  In  two  instances,  it 
has  been  found  that  the  temperature  was  not  satisfactory  and 
this  matter  was  immediately  taken  up  with  the  owners  who 
installed  additional  heating  apparatus  and,  as  a consequence, 
the  conditions  were  made  satisfactory.  In  another  instance, 
it  was  found  that  the  floor  of  the  factory  was  defective  an  1 this 
work  was  immediately  put  in  hand  by  the  owner  but  was  delayed 
somewhat  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  getting  timber.  However, 
after  some  delay,  the  work  was  satisfactorily  carried  out  and  the 
floor  made  good. 

Hereunder  is  a list  of  inspections  made  by  your  Sanitary 
Staff  together  with  statistics  regarding  notices  served  under  the 
various  Acts  during  1947  : — 


No.  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year. 


Infectious  Diseases  . . . . . . . . 239 

Inspection  for  Nuisances  . . . . . . 520 

Scavenging  and  Salvage  . . . . . . 212 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . 250 

Work  in  hand  . . . . . . . . . 502 

Revisits  . . . . . . . . . . 51 

Tip  . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . . . . . . 56 

Farms  . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 

Milk  Sampling  . . . . 12 

Rodent  Control  . . . . 41 

Shops  . . . . . . . . 10 

Schools  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Offensive  Trades  . . . . . . . . 12 

Factories  . . . . . . . . 40 

Survey,  Houses  . . . . . . . . 382 

Ice  Cream  . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Pigs,  Private  Killing  of  . . . . . . 67 

Miscellaneous  Matters  . . . . . . 237 
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Record  of  Notices  Served. 

Under  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Informal  Notices.  Statutory  Notices. 

373  ">1 

Section  7o  . . 10 

Under  Housing  Act,  1936 

Informal  Notices . Statutory  Notices. 

Section  9 I 

Section  11  8 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  Mr.  Wright, 
the  Clerk  to  the  Council,  and  other  members  of  the  staff,  for 
their  assistance  since  I arrived  in  Hems  worth,  and  in  particular 
to  Mr.  Fox,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  to  whom  I am  so  greatly 
indebted  for  much  information  and  assistance  regarding  sanitary 
matters  in  the  area. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  WARRACK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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